HOW   WILL   THE   ""WHOLE   THIXG55   WORK?

I indicated in the text that I would deal with this
question in these notes. But I only intend to do so d\ by
reference, and (b] by pointing out the impossibility of
giving further details at this stage.

The quite substantial argument which I ought to
meet is that which insists that it would be impossible,
under the economic conditions of Common Ownership^
to work out a free price structure. The answer to this
argument is a very long one. It has been very well
developed by H. D. Dickinson in Economics of Socialism
(Oxford University Press). I can neither improve on
his argument nor shorten it, and it would be mani-
festly absurd to quote the whole of his book here either
with or without his permission. I must therefore ask
those who are affected by this argument to read what
he has to say. Quite briefly he shows that under the
influence of consumers who would be free to spend their
wages how they chose in shops stocked with the com-
munity's produce, aided by the findings of market
research, and supported by the decisions of locally and
nationally elected bodies, it is perfectly possible for us
to work out a price structure not only for consumers*
goods, but also for capital goods and for such "services"
as rent and interest, which one department of the com-
munity's endeavour would render to another.

But if the question "How will the whole thing work?"
is in effect a demand for a detailed forecast of all the
organizational machinery that will ultimately be re-
quired, then I must ask whether the question is a
reasonable one at all, I have pointed out elsewhere that
Oliver Cromwell did not know in detail how free
capitalism would work. He just knew it would be better